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to 10.30 p. m. every day except Sunday. It is being constantly added to by purchase, and by gift from friends of
the school.
'The students also have access to the general library of
the University, and to the library of the Court of Civil
Appeals, which is located in the Dalla County Court House.

Character of Instruction
The School of Law is a distinct choo_l within th_e Uni versity and, subject to the genera_l ~egula~ons govelarwmsn;,~~h
.
k and adnurusters tts own
vanous sc11001s, .m~ es
d .
The facul.ty is comreference to ad.roiss10n and gra uauon.
.
.
t ff
d of the duly elected members of . the instcucti.ngf s ah
~~~t meets in regular sessi<;>n on tbe first Monday o eac
month during the scholasttc ye.ar.
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ffistory
The School of Law was established by the Board ot Trrr
tees on February 10, 1925 , a~d ~as opened Septem er
.
5
,
In
1928,
it
graduated
its
first
class.
.
192
1n 1927, the School of Law was placed on t_he_ list of ~a ~
cbools approved by the American Bar Assoc1atdn,h aSt ~t
was recognized by the Texas Supreme Court an t e a:
Board of Legal Examine~s as a scho~lthwhose adu:~~
t practice law in Texas w1 out ta mg
I.teens~ d c·o
r ., 1929 it was admitted to membership in
~xam i.na 1011s. .1...i.
••
1
the Association of American Law Schoo s.

f

b~r

Libraries
The Law Library now contains about 1 l. ~00 c rdull y
1 ted books which are housed in its own hbrary rooms.
Law Library is open to all studeats from 8: 00 a. m.

fhe .

be method. of instruction is the case system. The study,
analysis, and discussion of judicial .decisions give an effective
knowledge of legal principles and develop the power of independent legal reasoning.
Instruction is offered in all branches of the common law,
in equity, and in the statutes of the Unh d States and the
American states, Especial stress is given co the law of Texas.
It is believed that students are best prepared for the practice 0f law by instruction in the origin, development, and
functions of the law, not by instruction merely in the
dogmas and precedents of the law.

Regulations and Requirements
The School of Law bas its own rules for registration.
changing of courses, examinations and reports, grades, continuance in the school. attendance, and graduation. All of
these rules are fully set out in the bulletin of the School of
Law published in May of each year. With these exceptions
all students in the School of La'W are subject to the rnles and
regulations of the University, except that Lbe regulation requiring physical education does ,n or appl y o the gra,nting of
the law degree.
.
Admission to the School of Law is under the control of
the Dean of the School of Law. Correspondence relative to
entxance and to transfer of credits from other law schools
should therefore be addressed to him.

Regular Students
A n applicant fo r admission as a regular student in Lbe
School of Law must be at least nineteen years of age, and
must present evidence that he is of good moral character;
Lha t he has passed the medical examination; that he has fulfilled the general entrance requirements of the University;
and ~hat he has satisfactorily completed two full yea.rs, with
credits amounting to at least: 60 semester-hours, exclusive of
physical training, in the College of Arts and Sciences, or the
equivalent in another approved inst,i tution. Students pre-

248

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

THE SCHOOL OF LAW

paring for the law are urged to arrange their co~rses so _as to
get at least one year's work in each of the following subJects:
English, History, Economics, and Government.

the second semester is on February 2 and 3, 193 I. An extra
fee is charged for late matriculation. An additional fee of
$2.00 is charged for late payment of dues.
The prospective student mus e present (I) evidence of
good character, (2) certificate of p hysical examination,
(3 ) official statement containing a fu ll record of previous
college work, including the credits on entrance, w ith an
honorable discharge from such college, or, if he is the holder
of a degree, hi diploma, or a certificate showing that he
was gradu ated from such college.

Special Students
In rare cases, a person twen ty-three years of age not o:i,eeting the foregoing sc~olarshi~ r~q:oirements may be ad.nutted
as a special student, if be sat1sf1es the•Dean of the Scho_o! o f
Law tha t he is of good moral characte r, possesses suff1c1ent
capacity, training, experience, and industry to en~ble him to
profit by the instruction offered, and tbac he w lll .not be _a
hindrance to the school. Such a pe rson ca nnot receive credit
for work done nor be a candidate for a degree. If such
student proves unsatisfac'cory. he w ill be d ropped from _the
school. The Association of American Law Schools ~rov1des
in its articles of association that the number of special students "admitted each year shall not exceed ten per cent of
the average number of regular stud~ts admitted by ~he
school as beginning law students during the two precedmg
years." The school applies this rule. A special student who
successfully completes the three-year course will be given a
certificate so stating.

Advanced Standi.ng
An applicant who is qualified to enter the. School. of Law
as a candidate for a degree, and who has satisfactorily completed one or more years of residen t work in a law school of
good standing, having a thre~-year c?urse, ~d approved ~Y
the fa cul ty of this school, w ill be g1ven eqmva le~t rank in
this school upon presenting a properly authenticated certificate of such work. together with a certificate of good
moral character. The right is reserved to give credit only
on examination and to withdraw credit if the student's work
in this school is unsatisfactory. All persons who intend to
apply for advanced standing under the above rule should
forward or present their credentials to the Dean of the school
before the opening of the particular session which the student desires to attend.

Registration
All students must matriculate in person at the office ~f
the Dean. For dates of matriculation see page 8 of t'~1s
bulletin. Classes meet September 22. The classes meet m
the second semester on February 2, 1931. Matriculation for
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Graduation
The degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL. B.) will be conferred upon a candidate therefor who has credit for 76
sem ester-hours distributed over a period equal to three
scholasti c years, who is of good moral character, and who
has complied with the follo wing conditions:
1. He must have been a resident at this school for at
least one year next preceding the granting of the degree.
2. The work .done during his last year must not have
been counted toward a law degree elsewhere.
3. An average grade of at least C (70) must be made
on all courses taken for credit during the last year in this
school.
4. Not more than nine semester-hours with a grade of D
in any one year can be counted toward a law degree.
Candidates for the LL. B. degree h avi ng the highest average grade, not to exceed ten per cent of th e gradu ating class,
may, by vote of the Law fac ul ty, be awarded the degree
cum laude. No one shall be eligible who shall have taken
elsewhere more than one- third of the work offered for this
degree. The averag grade shall be based on work done in
chis school only; but to receive the degree cum laude a t ransfer from an other college must have at least a B average in
law cou rse in rbe school previously attended.
The law degree will not be conferred upon anyone
markedly deficient in English, nor :upon anyone who has
not completed all the work in the first year, which is prescribed.

Six-Year Combination for A. B. and LL. B. Degrees
The degree of Bachelor of Arts wilJ be conferred on a
student who (I) has complied with the general req1uire-
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ments for the A. B. degree, (2) bas received credit for
ninety semester-hours of college work ( exclusive of physical
tra ining) , at least thirty semes ter-hours of which must have ·
been taken in residence at Southern Methodist University,
and (3) has in addition satisfactorily completed two yeats of
work in the School of Law of Southern Methodist University. Courses are listed below in a suggested chedule:

-,r

Freshman Year: English 1. 2: foreign language 11. 12, or other
intcrm.cdiatc course&, 6 hours: scie nce, 6 or 8 hours: nuthe.matfcs 0 . 3. or
6 hours acco rdlng to high school units presented : a social science, 6 boars :
electives to being tora l to 3 0 hours. Physical Ed ucation I ~. Za or 5a, 6a .
Sopl1omore Yeal':
E nglish 11. 12 ; foreign language , inrermedi at or
advanced, 6 bours : science, 6 or 8 hours: social cience. 6 hou rs : clectfves, 6 hours. P hysica l Ed ucatio n 11 a, 12a or 15a, 16a.
Junior Year : English, advanced, 6 hour : foreign la ng uage, 6 houri.
( not required, if three or mo.re bigh sch ool unit in I nguage were pre•
sented foe entrance); Religion 21. 22: social science, 6 bou.r, : electives,
6 hours, or 12 hours.

Upon com.P,letion of rbe third ye.ar of the law cour e
the student will be entitled to receive the LL. B. degree.
By taking the combination curriculum. the student may
obtain both the A. B. degree and the LL. B. degree io six
years.
Students who have completed the courses listed ab0ve and
desire to spend another year in the College of Arts and
Sciences will be able to major in English. genera l literature. a
language, or a social science, and obtain the . B. degree ..

Six-Year Combination for B. S. In Commerce and LL. B.
Degrees
The degree of Bachelor of Science in Commerce will be
conferred on a student who ( 1) bas complied with the general requirements for the B. S. in Commerce degree, (2) has
received credit for ninety semester-hours of college wo.rk (ex-elusive of physical training), at least thirty semester-hours of
which must have been taken in residence at Southern Methodist University, and (3) has in addition atisfactorily completed two years of work in the School of Law of Southern
Methodist U nive.csity.
program of study is listed below in a suggested schedule:
Freshman Yeac : E nglish 1. 2: a social $dence: a £Cience ( Biology,
Chemistry, Geology, or Physics): Mathematics (0, 3, or 6 hou rs, according to high-school units presented) : electives sufficient to bring total to 30
bours: Physical Educatio11 la, 2a, or 5a. 6a.
Sophomore Year: E nglish 1 l , 12; C ommerce 3 3, 34: Accounting
· 4J-d , 42d : a sde ncl (Geography. Psychology, Philosophy, or Mathe-
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matics) : el1¥:tive (a social science suggested) ; Physical Education 11
12a, or 15a, J 6a.
a,
· ~u'!2ior Year: English: advanced; Commerce 53, 54; Finance 55, 56;
Rehg1on 21, 22: an elective, School of Commerce.

Upon c_ompletio!' of the third year of the law course, the
student will be entitled to receive the LL. B. degree.

By taking the combination curriculum, the student may
obtain _bot? the B, S. in Commerce degree and the LL. B.
degree m s1Jt years.
~tudents who have completed the courses listed above and
desire to spend another year in the School of Commerc will
e g_r~nted the degree in Commerce upon completion of thirty
addition~ semester-hours, induding Commerce 73, 74, an d
another six-hour advanced course in Commerce.

Admission to the Bar
A graduare of the School of Law is entitled, under rb
laws of Texa~ and _the orders of the Supreme Court of
Tex;as, to receive a license to practice in all the Courts of
Texas, upo? fjling with tbe clerk of the Supreme Court
proper applicat10n therefor.

Scholarships
T wo scholarships of $78.50 a s mesr.er each are offered to
students of tJ?e School of Law. Requirements under which
the scholarsh1ps are offered are determined by the Dea n of
the School of Law.
_

Expenses
T_uition and registration fees, each semester__
$120. 00
L ibrary deposjt, returnable less deductions
L·tor dafa~es and fines __ __ ____
5.00
J~r~
rcb semester)
5.00
e idea. ede each semester) _ _ _ __
3.00
B oar m ormitory (a semester) ______
126.00
Room (a semester-¼ room) .___
27.00 to 65.00
Room deposit
10.00
(Books will cost about $45.00 a y~ar.)

M

r

(Students in the School of Law are not required to live in a dormitory.)
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THE LAW CURRICULUM
1929-1930

First Year
AGENCY, including Workmen's Compensation. Two hours
a week, both semesters. Goddard, Cases on Agency,
second edition.
Mr. Harding.
CONTRACTS. Three hours a week, both semesters. Williston, Cases on Contract, second edition. Mr. Harding.
CRIMINAL LAW. Two hours a week, both semesters.
Mikell, Cases on Criminal Law, second edition.
Mr. Potts.
LEGAL BIBLIOGRAPHY. One hour a week, both semesters.
Morgan, Introduction to the Study of Law. Hicks,
Materials and Methods for Legal Research. Mr. Ray.
PROPERTY Ia. Two hours a week, first semester. Bigelow, Cases on Personal Property.
Mr. Potts.
PROPERTY Ib. Three hours a week, second semester. Bigelow, Cases on Rights in Land.
Mr. Rhea.
TORTS. Three hours a week, both semesters. B:ohlen,
Cases on Torts, second edition.
Mr. Ray.
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Courses Open to Second and Third Year Student~
ADMINISTRATION OF THE CRIMINAL LAW. Three hours a
week, second semester. Keedy, Cases on Administration of the Criminal Law; Potts, Cases on Criminal
Procedure.
Mr. Potts.
Not given in 19 3 0 -31.

BILLS AND NOTES. Three hours a week, first semester,
Smith and Moore, Cases on Bills and Notes, second
edition.
Mr. Ray.
CONFLICT OF LAWS. Three hours a week, second semester. Lorenzen, Cases on Conflict of Laws, second
edition.
Mr. Harding.
DOMESTIC RELATIONS. Two hours a week, first semester. Madden, Cases on Domestic Relations. Mr. Rhea.
Not given in 19 3 0-31.

MORTGAGES. Three hours a week, second semester. Parks,
Cases on Mortgages.
Mr. Rhea.
Not given in 1930-31

PRIVATE CORPORATIONS. Two hours a week, both semesters. Richards, Cases on Private Corporations, second
edition.
Mr. Harding.
Not given in 19 30 -3 I.

Second Year
CIVIL PROCEDURE. Three hours a week, both semes·ters.
Green, Cases on Civil Procedure in Trial Courts. .
Mr. Price.
EQUITY. •Three hours a week, both semesters. Cook.
Cases on Equity, one volume edition. · Mr. Holland.
PROPERTY II. Three hours a week, first semester; two
hours a week, second semester. Aigler, Cases on Titles.
Mr. Rhea.
Third Year
APPELLATE PROCEDURE. One hour a week, both semesters. Green, Cases on Civil Procedure in Texas Appellate Courts. ·
·
Mr. Prke.
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW. Two hours a week, both semesters. Evans, Cases on Constitutional Law, second
· edition.
Mr. Potts.
EVIDENCE. Two hours a week, both semesters. Hinton,
Cases on Evidence.
Mr. Ray.
PROPERTY III. Three hours a week, first semester. Powell,
Cases on Future Interests.
Mr. Rhea.

PUBLIC UTILITIES. Three hours a week, first semester.
Robinson, Cases on Public Utilities.
Mr. Harding.
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS. Three hours a week, second
semester. Tooke, Cases on Municipal Corporations.
Mr. Potts.
Not given in 1930 -ll.

WILLS AND ADMINISTRATION. Three hours a week, second semester. Mechem and Atkinson, Cases on Wills
and Administration.
Mr. Rhea.
TRUSTS. Three hours a week, second semester. Scott, Cases
on Trusts.
Mr. Ray.
This curriculum is subject to change without notice.
(For more detailed information, see the School of Law Bulletin.)

